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TYE FIRST ANTIPHON (Sundays and Great Feasts)
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Blessed art thou, O Christ God, who hast Vadison, Wisconsin .
revealed fishers most wise, sending down upon May 28, 1966. June 22,1975.
them t?e Holy Sp}r1t, and thereby catc§1ng This arrangement is dedicatec
the universe as in a net. O Christ Goé, who to Father Nicholas Katinas ir
lovest mankind, glory to thee. honor of the 3rd anniversary

of his ordination as a priest
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R NOTE Onh THE EUPHEMESIS {

3

A venerable tradition requires that at the appointed time in the Divine Liturgy
the chanters sing a special selection which is commonly known in modern Greek as
the onnt (fimi). This is a shortening of the more formal, earlier term cionunotc
(euphemesis). In meaning, the closest English approximation, apart from
euphemesis, is acclamation.

In ancient Greek, the term denoted shouts or songs of praise in honor of
someone. In modern Greek various forms of the word also refer to praise or
laudation. Euphemia or acclamations were by no means used only for the Christian
hierarchy. Indeed, they were used in the pagan Roman Empire, particularly to greet .
the emperor. Nero was especially fond of being greeted with extravagantly phrased
euphemia by organized choristers. When the capital was moved from Rome to
Constantinople, the Byzantine emperors were similarly greeted on public occasions,
particularly in the Hippodrome during chariot races. Euphemia to the emperor
were also sung by hidden choirs during state banquets, sometimes with the
accompaniment of organs.

In time, acclamations to the emperor and his family were given the term
polychronion (many years) while euphemesis was the term used for greetings to
ecclesiastical dignitaries. With the end of the Byzantine Empire and the conquest of
Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks, in 1453, both terms came to be used for songs
of praise to Greek Orthodox bishops,. They are sung at every Divine Liturgy which is
celebrated by a bishop. Both the euphemesis (near the beginning of the Liturgy) and
the p'olychronian (at the very end of the Liturgy) contain the exclamation “many
years!

The present euphemesis to Bishop John of Atlanta follows the patteren of all
such euphemia in that it gives the full title of the Bishop, identufies his diocese, 4
him father and chief shepherd, and wishes him many years.

{

And so do we all.

Dr. Michael Boro Petrovich
EvpseBawom Profesanr of Hueeory
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

AAOL,

Tavep hubv & Ev 10ig cUpavoig, dyiaodnTw o Svopd Tou EABLTW
# Baoucia Iou yevnostw 16 6¢Anud Iou, wg tv oupavy xal énl
™e YAS. Tov dprov fudv Tov truovaiov 80¢ Huiv auepov. Kai -
Apeg Nuiv Td dpcidnuara Audv, Gg xal Huciq dpleuev toig
Speirtrag Nudv. Kal ph clocveykne Hudg tig newpaoudy, dAAG
-~ pooa Hhudg 4nd Tol novnpol.

IEPEYE.

“Ovi Zol ¢otiv ) Baoweia xal ) Buvapg xal ) 34Ea Tod Narpég xal
00 Ylob xal vou ‘Ayiau Mvevpareg, viv xal &cl xal cig voug

alivvag 1oV alibvvwv.

y

PRIEST:

For Thine is the kingdom, the powsr, and the glory, of the t Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spuit, now and for svermore.

CONGREGATION:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy Kingdom
come; Thy Will be done on earth as # is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespassss, as we forgive those who

wespass aQainst us; and lsad us not into templation, but deliver us from
evil.
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